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ANNUAL  REPORT 


of  the 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
for  1972* 

To  :  The  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors 
of  the  Borough  of  Stourbridge. 

Vital  Statistics 


The  estimated  mid-year  population  is  9^0  greater  than  the  corresponding 
figure  in  the  previous  year  though  the  number  of  births  was  only  231  greater 
than  the  number  of  deaths.  The  increase  in  population  must,  if  correct, 
therefore  be  accounted  for  mainly  by  migration  into  the  Borough.  The 
estimated  increase  is,  however,  considerably  less  than  in  the  previous  year. 

The  infant  mortality  rate  and  most  other  rates  are  very  close  to 
national  averages. 

There  has  been  a  drop  in  the  birth  rate  and  this  faithfully  reflects  the 
trend  in  the  country  as  a  whole  in  recent  years;  the  cause  of  the  phenomenon 
is  unknown. 

Causes  of  Death 


Once  again  diseases  of  the  heart  and  circulation  were  the  main  cause  of 
death,  the  older  age-groups  being  mainly  affected. 

Next  came  the  malignancies,  and  it  is  distressing  to  record  a  new  all- 
time  high  record  for  lung  cancer,  no  less  than  forty  one  deaths,  of  which  one 
occurred  before  the  age  of  43*  Once  again  the  fact  that  cigarette  smoking  is 
an  undoubted  causative  factor  must  be  stressed. 

There  is  an  unusually  high  mortality  from  accidents  in  1972  -  thirteen 
deaths  from  motor  vehicle  accidents  and  sixteen  deaths  from  nall  other 
accidents11.  The  latter  group  were  mainly  elderly  ladies  and  the  accidents 
are  likely  to  have  occurred  in  and  around  the  home  of  the  deceased. 

Infectious  Diseases  in  General 


Fortunately  the  year  was  an  uneventful  one  from  the  point  of  view  of 
infectious  diseases.  As  in  the  past,  domiciliary  visits  were  made  when 
appropriate  and  advice  given  to  reduce  the  risk  of  spread. 

It  would  be  rash  to  attach  great  importance  to  the  number  of 
notifications  in  one  year,  but  in  the  case  of  measles,  the  fact  that  there 
were  only  twenty  three  in  1972  is  certainly  pleasing,  and  will  act  as  an 
encouragement  to  those  engaged  in  measles  vaccination. 

Also  encouraging  is  the  absence  of  any  whooping-cough  and  infective 
hepatitis  notification. 

The  figures  for  tuberculosis  in  the  past  few  years  show  a  slow  but 
continuous  decline,  largely  attributable  to  the  efficiency  of  modern 
treatment. 

German  measles  is  not  a  notifiable  disease,  but  is  nevertheless 
important  because  of  the  risk  to  the  early  developing  foetus  if  an  expectant 
mother  is  infected.  The  practice  of  writing  to  parents  of  children  in 
nursery  groups  when  a  case  occurred  in  the  group  was  continued;  advice  was 
given  to  consult  the  family  doctor  if  direct  contact  with  german  measles 
should  occur  during  the  first  few  months  of  pregnancy. 

Imported  Diseases 


A  case  of  malaria  notified  in  a  traveller  from  abroad  is  a  reminder  of 
the  need  for  vigilance  against  imported  diseases  now  that  world  travel  is 
so  rapid  and  so  frequent.  It  is  advocated  in  some  quarters  that  persons 
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returning  from  overseas  or  arriving  for  the  first  time  in' this  country  should 
have  a  medical  check-up,  but  this  simplistic  approach  to  the  problem  does  not 
stand  up  to  scrutiny  and  may,  in  fact,  result  in  an  unjustified  sense  ‘of 
security.  The  variation  in  incubation  periods  of  different  infections  means 
that  any  one  examination  is  of  limited  value,  and  furthermore,  most  tropical 
diseases  cannot  be  diagnosed  by  a  physical  examination  without  the  aid  of 
laboratory  tests. 

What  is  needed,  rather,  is  a  knowledge  of  the  particular  health  risks  in 
the  country  from  which  the  traveller  has  come  including  any  prevalent  epidemic, 
and  the  application  of  this  knowledge  which  sometimes  involves  close  supervision 
for  a  certain  period  of  time,  sometimes  laboratory  tests,  sometimes  explanation 
and  advice,  and  at  other  times  simple  reassurance.  If  an  exotic  disease  has 
actually  been  contracted,  the  mode  of  transmission  has  to  be  taken  into  account 
in  order  to  prevent  spread  in  this  country;  in  the  case  of  malaria,  for  example, 
transmission  in  England  is  likely  to  occur  only  in  the  event  of  donation  of 
blood  by  the  patient  at  certain  stages  of  the  disease.  In  other  words  there 
is  no  easy  rule  of  thumb  method  of  dealing  with  this  vast  subject  and  each  case 
has  to  be  considered  on  its  merits.  This  function,  at  present  carried  out  by 
Medical  Officers  of  Health,  must  not  be  overlooked  after  reorganisation  of  the 
National  Health  Service  in  197^» 

Home  and  Road  Safety  Exhibition 

An  exhibition  on  home  and  road  safety  was  held  at  the  Town  Hall  from  2?th 
to  30th  June.  This  wa s  attended  by  several  groups  of  school  children  but, 
despite  the  considerable  mortality  caused  by  accidents  referred  to  above,  did 
not  attract  many  of  the  general  public.  Nevertheless,  on  balance,  it  was 
considered  to  be  a  success. 

Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

This  post  was  not  filled  during  the  year. 
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SECTION  A 


Statistics  and  Social  Conditions 


The  Area  of  the  Borough  is 
Viz:  Stourbridge 

Lye  and  l/ollescote 

Pedmore 

Amblecote 


4, 6j51  Acres 
1,920  " 
1,025  " 

1,269  " 

417  " 


Number  of  Domestic  Properties  at  1st  April  1972 

Rateable  value  at  1st  April  1972 

Sum  represented  by  a  lp  rate  1972/1973 


•  •  •  .  •  •  19 » 245 

.  £2,475,871 

• • .  • • •  £23 , 775 


General  Statistics  for  the  Year 

Population,  estimated  mid-year  1972  . 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  estimated  resident  population 
Adjusted  Birth  Rate  "  "  n 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  n  " 

Adjusted  Death  Rate  per  1,000  M  M 

Infantile  Death  Rate  per  1,000  Live  Births 


53,660 

15.2 

14.7 

11.0 

12.2 

15 


Vital  Statistics  -  Mothers  and  Infants 


•  •  • 


•  •  • 
•  •  • 
•  •  • 

#  •  • 


9  •  • 
#  •  • 
#  •  • 


Live  births 

Rate  per  1,000  population  ...  . .  ... 

Illegitimate  Live  Births  (per  cent  of  total  live  births) 
Stillbirths  ...  ... 

Rate  per  1,000  Total  live  and  stillbirths 
Total  live  and  stillbirths  ...  ... 

Infant  deaths  (deaths  under  one  year)  ••• 

Infant  Mortality  Rate 

Total  infant  deaths  per  1,000  total  live  births  ...  ... 

Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births 
Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  • 
Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  four  weeks  per  1,000 

total  live  births)  ...  ... 

Early  neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  one  week  per  1,000 

total  live  births)  ...  ... 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (stillbirths  and  deaths  under  one  week 

combined  per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths  ...  ... 

Figures  for  England  and  Wales  (Provisional) 

Infant  Mortality 
Neo-natal  Mortality 
Perinatal  Mortality 

Maternal  Mortality  (including  Abortion).. 


•  t  # 

•  •  • 
•  •  9 


•  •  • 

#  t  • 

•  •  • 


•  •  • 
0  9  0 
0  9  0 


0  0  0 
0  0  0 
0  0  0 


0  0  0 
0  0  0 
0  0  0 


0  0 


845 

15.2 

5.0 

12 

14 
859 

13 

15 

16 
Nil 

11 

11 

25 

17.0 

12.0 

22.0 

Nil 


Deaths  of  infants  under  One  Year  of  Age 

M  F  TOTAL 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


•  •  • 
000 


0  9  0 
0  9  0 


0  0  0 
0  0  0 


0  0  0 
0  0  0 


0  0  0 
0  0  0 


S  13 


0  0  9 


5 

00 

13 

Deaths 

of 

Infants 

under 

Four 

weeks 

of  Age 

Legitimate 

0  0  0  0  0  9 

•  •  • 

0  0  9 

•  •  • 

9  0  0 

3 

6 

9 

Illegitimate 

0  0  9  0  9  0 

0  0  0 

0  0  9 
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000 
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Deaths 

Of 

Infants 

under 

One 

week  of  Age 

Legitimate 

0  0  0  0  0  0 

0  0  0 
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Illegitimate 
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POPULATION  -  STOURBRIDGE 


Table  I 


Birth  Rate 

Population 

Population  increase 
over  previous  year. 

1972 

14.7 

55,660 

960 

1971 

17.6 

54,700 

2,490 

1970 

18.3 

32,210 

-80 

1969 

17.4 

32,290 

320 

1968 

16.9 

31,970 

670 

1967 

17.6 

51,300 

49,750* 

1,530 

19  66 

17.1 

3,190 

1965 

17.3 

46,360 

650 

1964 

17.0 

45,910 

1,050 

1963 

16.8 

44,860 

850 

1962 

17.8 

44,010 

1,150 

1961 

17.2 

42,860 

1,850 

*  This  includes  increase  in  population 
due  to  Local  Government  re-organisation, 
and  inclusion  of  part  of  the  Urban  District 
of  Amblecote  within  the  Borough. 

INFANT  DEATHS  -  1972 

Table  II 


Primary  Cause  No.  of  Cases 


I 

Disease  of  Digestive  System 

2 

II  ' 

Pirth  Injury,  Difficult  Labour  etc* 

6 

III 

Accidents 

2 

IV 

Other  causes  of  perinatal  mortality 

3 

STILLBIRTHS 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

Table  III 

No.  of  Ca; 

I 

Placental  defects 

1 

II 

Ante  Partum  Haemorrhage 

2 

III 

Asphyxia 

3 

IV 

Congenital  Malformation 

1 
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No. 

of 

Deaths 


DEATHS  FROM  CANCER  OF 
LUNG  AND  BRONCHUS 
1951  to  1972 


Percent 


1951  52  53  54  55  56  57  58  59  60 


6l  62  63  64  65  66  67 

Year 


68  69  70  71  72 


PERCENTAGE  OF  TOTAL  DEATHS 


. 


.  . 


'  -  1  .  ,  -  •  . 


■  •  •  .  . 
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DEATHS  FROM  CANCER  OF  LUNG  AILD  BRONCHUS 


YEAR 

MALE 

FEMALE 

TOTAL 

PERCENTAGE  OF 
TOTAL  DEATHS 

1951 

9 

1 

10 

2.2% 

1952 

10 

1 

11 

2,^5% 

1953 

9 

3 

12 

3.392; 

1954 

13 

2 

15 

3.57% 

1955 

17 

3 

20 

4.4% 

1956 

10 

2 

12 

2.H 

1957 

15 

2 

17 

4.5% 

1958 

20 

1 

21 

4.9% 

1959 

14 

3 

17 

4.1% 

i960  , 

15 

8 

23 

6. 16% 

1961 

21 

3 

24 

5% 

1962 

20 

2 

22 

4.4 % 

1963 

15 

5 

20 

3.6% 

1964 

26 

1 

27 

5.9% 

1965 

20 

2 

22 

4.3% 

1966 

20 

1 

21 

4% 

1967 

29 

3 

32 

6.07% 

1968 

22 

5 

27 

5.03% 

1969 

24 

4 

28 

5% 

1970 

33 

3 

36 

6% 

1971 

22 

4 

26 

4.44% 

1972 

37 

4 

4l 

6. 6% 

11 


A 

A- 

A 


I 

i — I 
VO 
ON 

I — I 
CO 

w 

a 

A 

s 

A 

>H 

EH 

M 

A 

<U 

EH 

g 

S 

Eh 

< 

A 

S 


O 

a 

< 

a 

9 

A 

CO 

M 

Q 

CO 

B 

H 

EH 

O 

A 


M 

A 


M 

PS 

A 


O 

Eh 

CO 


rH 

VO 

ON 

oO 

IA 

H 

OO 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

LA 

LA 

I 

1 

CM 

OO 

-4" 

H 

OO 

• 

4 

• 

ON 

vo 

o 

VO 

rH 

A 

A 

A 

VO 

O 

-4* 

1 

VO 

t 

1 

1 

1 

-4" 

CM 

A- 

1 

1 

OO 

A- 

A 

ON 

CM 

rH 

4 

4 

• 

1 — 1 

A 

A 

VO 

A 

rH 

A 

A 

vo 

rH 

tA 

1 

-4- 

1 

1 

1 

1 

ON 

rH 

OO 

1 

1 

VO 

VO 

A 

ON 

CM 

VO 

♦ 

• 

4 

J — 1 

CO 

-4- 

o 

O 

rH 

rH 

A 

-4- 

1 

VO 

VO 

LA 

1 

oo 

1 

1 

1 

A- 

rH 

tA 

1 

1 

A 

VO 

1 - l 

ON 

rA 

rH 

CM 

• 

4 

• 

1 - l 

CM 

A 

rH 

H 

A 

A 

-4- 

a 

VO 

ON 

cv 

1 

CM 

l 

rH 

1 

1 

1 

CM 

LA 

1 

1 

.OO 

A- 

VO 

A 

OO 

.  -4 

4 

4 

1 - 1 

-4- 

ON 

A 

O 

A 

VO 

VO 

lA 

o 

1 

vo 

i 

i 

1 

1 

ON 

rA 

1 

1 

1 

0O 

A 

O 

Ov 

t — i 

rH 

-J- 

• 

4 

4 

1 — 1 

IA 

co 

A 

O 

H 

H 

A 

a- 

vo 

-4* 

CM 

1 

CM 

1 

i 

1 

H 

1 

l 

1 

1 

1 

O 

O 

O 

ON 

A- 

• 

4 

4 

I — 1 

CM 

A- 

rH 

A 

rH 

rH 

A 

OO 

VO 

rA 

rA 

1 

fA 

1 

i 

t 

1 

1 

A- 

CM 

CM 

1 

‘ON 

ON 

A- 

ON 

ON 

A 

4 

A 

1 — 1 

-4* 

• 

A- 

4 

H 

A 

rH 

A 

ON 

VO 

rH 

i 

1 

rA 

1 

i 

1 

1 

A- 

CM 

1 

•4* 

1 

O 

O 

O 

ON 

CM 

• 

4 

4 

rH 

eH 

A 

-4- 

H 

A 

o 

A- 

rA 

tA 

1 

vo 

l 

i 

1 

1 

1 

CM 

1 

rA 

1 

OO 

VO 

vo 

ON 

ON 

A 

• 

4 

4 

rH 

rH 

VO 

A 

A 

rH 

rH 

1 — 1 

H 

o 

a- 

rH 

OO 

t 

-4- 

1 

i 

1 

1 

1 

VO 

1 

-4" 

1 

O 

O 

ON 

OO 

rA 

rH 

• 

4 

4 

rH 

CM 

o 

VO 

CO 

r  4 

H 

A 

ON 

rH 

1 

1 

rA 

rH 

i 

1 

1 

1 

rH 

1 

i 

rH 

o 

O 

O 

H 

CM 

• 

• 

♦ 

A 

rH 

A 

rH 

i — t 

A 

© 

CQ 

> 

r£ 

•H 

©  P 

H 

CQ 

CQ 

>  £ 

c— 

CD 

£ 

•H  -ri 

O 

CQ 

O 

rH 

o 

. 

cd 

•H 

o 

• 

o 

-p 

e* 

o 

Q 

H 

5 

© 

O 

CD 

<H 

£ 

A 

£ 

A 

© 

H 

A 

r\ 

£ 

o 

P 

© 

© 

a 

•H 

CQ 

A 

© 

P  CQ 
cd  x, 

CO 

p 

O 

p 

< 

>» 

CM 

© 

cd 

A  P 

A 

rH 

P 

A 

£ 

CO 

cd 

CQ 

cd 

H 

£ 

CQ 

•H 

A 

P  P 

Q 

cd 

•H 

p 

p 

•H 

Oh 

p 

•H 

>s 

•H 

rH  rH 

•H 

P 

P 

rH 

Cd  rH 

XI 

rH 

to 

cd 

•H 

cd 

P  *H 

£ 

bO 

CQ 

H 

cd 

£ 

A 

rH 

p 

£  P 

© 

£ 

•H 

cd 

xi 

•H 

© 

cd 

£ 

O  CQ 

> 

O 

P 

o 

At 

£ 

« 

p 

O 

s 

© 

o 

o 

© 

cd 

O 

£ 

S 

'O 

A 

o 

o 

•H 

>> 

CQ 

cd 

© 

O 

H  £ 

bO 

© 

o 

£ 

£ 

£ 

•H 

•H 

> 

S 

H 

cd  cd 

P 

£ 

CQ 

O 

A 

© 

© 

o 

£ 

•H 

cd 

cd 

P 

© 

•H 

a 

CD 

bO 

A 

•H 

P 

A 

O 

p 

•H 

P 

p 

cd  CQ 

H 

p-t 

o 

1 - 1 

£ 

© 

P 

O 

£ 

a 

o 

£ 

£j 

cd 

£  A 

£ 

o 

•H 

CQ 

•H 

P 

,£ 

r£ 

© 

Td 

£ 

© 

cd 

erf 

£ 

•rl  P 

0 

o 

rH 

cd 

£ 

£ 

A 

A 

CQ 

o 

© 

A 

1 — 1 

A 

O 

£  £ 

o 

g 

o 

© 

© 

O 

•H 

>5 

t>s 

O 

£ 

£ 

cd 

£ 

© 

©  •£ 

to 

A 

S 

< 

Q 

Eh 

Q 

A 

A 

A 

H 

A 

A  A 

J 


»\ 


AGE  DISTRIBUTION  OF  NOTIFIED  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  (OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS ) 


-  12  - 


ri 
O 
-p 
CQ  -P 
<D  -H 

co  a 


i — i 

d 

-p 

•H 

P. 

CO 


d  rd  o  o 
o  d  -p  w 


H  O  CO 
d  o 

-P  •  CO 

o  o  d 
Eh  S  O 


CO 

O 

<d 


§g 

<1)  O 
b0  d 
<d  5 


CO 

d  d 

d  d 

£ 

LA  P^ 

vo  d 


-d- 

VO 


LA 

-d* 


-d- 

•d- 


LA 

CA 


-d- 

rA 


LA 

cm 


-d* 

OJ 

I 

LA 


-d* 

rH 


O 


ON 

I 

LA 


-d- 

I 

fA 


IA 

I 

i — I 


d 

d  d 

0  0 

•X3  !>j 

d 

£o  H 


H 

c/0 

<d 

PO 

co 

M 

Q 


I  r- 1 


f^k  A  rH  t— I  rH 

CM 


I  I  I  I  I 


I  I 


I  I 


I  I 


I  H 


I  1  «H  I 


I  I 


I  I 


t  H 


I  I 


I  I 


I  I 


I  -d- 

i — I 


I  l 


I  -d- 


I  l 


I  (M 


I  I 


IA  LA  I  I  I 


bQ 

d 

•H 

d 

o 

CO 

•H 

O 

P-H 

tj 

o 

o 


CO 
CD 
i — I 
CO 
d 
CD 


d 

0 

> 

O 

pJH 

-P 

CD 

i — I 
d 
d 
o 
CO 


CO 

•H 

-P 

•H 

bO 

d 

•rH 

d 

0 

s 


d 

•H 

d 

d 

rH 

d 


CM 


ON 

CM 


-d- 


-d- 


CM 


vo 


CO 

Eh 

O 

Eh 


v 

* 


i 


1  i 


/ 


7 


i 


t 


-  13  - 


TUBERCULOSIS 

New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1972 


5 


Age  Periods 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M  F 

0  and  upwards 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

-  - 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

-  - 

5  ... 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

mm  mm 

10 

- 

- 

— 

• 

- 

- 

-  - 

15  ... 

3 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

-  — 

20 

2 

- 

1 

- 

— 

- 

—  — 

25 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

30  ... 

- 

- 

— 

- 

— 

- 

-  - 

35  ... 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

mm  mm 

40 

— 

- 

— 

- 

- 

-  — 

45  ... 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

-  - 

55  ... 

1 

- 

— 

- 

1 

- 

-  - 

65  ... 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Age  unknown  , 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

TOTALS 

7 

1 

4 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Summary  of  Cases  of  Tuberculosis  on  the 

Register  at  the  end  of  1972 


Respiratory 

Non-Respiratory 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

No.  of  Cases  on  Register  1st 
January  1972 

46 

12 

5 

5 

No,  of  Cases  notified  for  the 
first  time  during  the  year 
under  the  Regulations 

7 

1 

4 

1 

No.  of  Cases  first  heard  of 
otherwise  than  by  primary 
notification 

1 

No.  of  Cases  removed  from 
Register  in  a  previous  Quarter 
which  have  been  restored  to 
Register  during  the  Quarter 

1 

54 

14 

9 

6 

No.  of  Cases  removed  from 
Register  during  the  year 

10 

t.  .  -   - 

2 

2 

2 

No.  of  Cases  remaining  on 
Register  at  the  end  of  the 
year. 

44 

12 

7 

4 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 
of  the 


CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


for 

1972 


To:  The  Mayor,  Alderrren  and  Councillors 
of  the  Borough  of  Stourbridge. 

Mr.  Mayor,  Councillors  Mrs.  Perrins  and  Mrs.  Topliss 

and  Gentlemen, 


The  year  saw  the  coming  into  force  of  the  Deposit  of  Poisonous  Waste  Act 
1972  and  the  Deposit  of  Poisonous  Waste  (Notification  of  Removal  and  Deposit) 
Regulations  1972,  two  pieces  of  important  legislation  to  prevent  the  indisciminate 
dumping  of  poisonous  substances  likely  to  give  rise  to  an  environmental  hazard  and 
to  make  it  obligatory  to  give  information  to  the  Local  Authority  on  the  disposal 
of  wastes  and  the  place  of  disposal.  Heavy  penalties  for  offences  were  included, 
in  some  cases  unlimited  fines  or  a  maximum  of  five  years  imprisonment  or  both. 
During  the  year  one  case  of  illicit  dumping  of  poisonous  waste  took  place  very  near 
a  watercourse  and  in  an  area  extensively  used  as  a  playground  by  children,  but 
in  spite  of  widespread  inquiries  the  miscreants  were  never  apprehended. 

With  the  added  publicity  given  to  improvement  grants  many  more  applications 
were  received  and  the  total  amounts  approved  and  the  number  of  houses  improved 
almost  doubled  the  1971  figure.  A  few  speculators  did  move  in  to  get  grants  on 
old  properties  and  made  handsome  profits.  One  queries  the  wisdom  of  allowing 
this  to  happen  as  there  is  no  doubt  this  can  have  the  effect  of  immediately  raising 
the  sale  price  of  old  and  substandard  properties,  sometimes  out  of  reach  of  young 
married  couples.  The  only  benefit  is  that  it  means  another  house  is  fully  repaired 
and  improved  that  may  not  otherwise  be  improved. 

Substandard  housing  is  one  of  the  biggest  headaches  to  the  District  Public 
Health  Inspector  who  has  to  decide  whether  to  agree  to  one  house  in  the  middle 
of  substandard  terra.ced  houses  getting  a  grant,  when  the  remainder  will  possibly 
deteriorate  to  the  demolition  category  because  of  an  owner  not  willing  or  perhaps 
being  unable  to  spend  money  on  improvements  and  repairs,  or  tenants  not  willing 
to  take  steps  compulsorily  to  force  the  owners  to  improve  the  house.  One  cannot 
help  regretting  the  repeal  of  the  Compulsory  Improvement  provisions  of  the  Housing 
Act  1964  and  I  feel  that  more  publicity  should  be  given  to  the  fact  that  tenants 
can  themselves  ask  the  Local  Authority  to  require  the  owners  to  improve  their 
houses.  Some  reluctance  on  the  part  of  tenants  to  ask  for  these  improvements 
is  due  to  the  fact  that  they  are  paying  low  rents,  but  since  the  Housing  Finance 
Act  1972  which  lays  down  that  as  from  certain  dates  up  to  1975  all  houses  will 
be  subject  to  fair  rents,  some  of  this  reluctance  may  disappear. 

A  useful  innovation  during  the  year  was  the  arranging  of  a  day  during 
which  all  interested  persons  i.e.  tenants,  owners,  mortgagees  etc.  were  invited 
to  meet  the  Chairman  of  the  Health  Committee  and  officials,  to  discuss  the 
Council’ s  action  in  declaring  a  number  of  Clearance  Areas  in  Wollaston.  A 
very  large  number  of  people  responded  to  the  invitation  and  much  of  the  apprehension 
of  these  people  was  overcome.  Although  this  method  was  fairly  time  consuming 
it  was  thought  to  be  better  than  a  public  meeting  at  which  there  is  a  natural 
reluctance  for  shy  persons  to  speak  end  at  which  the  more  personal  problems 
which  might  arise  cannot  be  expressed. 

Another  innovation  was  to  arrange  trips  for  the  members  of  the  Health 
Committee  to  visit  the  various  types  of  premises  on  which  they  receive  reports. 

The  intention  in  this  was  to  give  a  background  knowledge  to  Members  of  the 
types  of  trades  with  which  their  officers  deal. 
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I  should  like  to  express  my  appreciation  for  the  support  and  co-operation 
I  have  received  from  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee, 
the  Town  Clerk  and  other  Chief  Officers.  I  should  also  like  to  thank  the  staff 
of  the  department  for  their  help  and  willing  support. 


I  am, 


Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen 
Your  Obedient  Servant, 


T.H.  Meredith 


Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA 


The  following  data  on  inspections  is  given  in  accordance  with  Article 
25(20)  of  the  Public  Health  Officer's  Regulations  1959  *•- 


Inspection  of  houses  under  Public  Health  Acts  •••  480 

Re- inspections  "  "  M  "  "  ...  57 

Inspection  of  houses  under  Housing  Regulations  ...  2,055 

Re-inspections  "  "  "  "  "  ...  451 

Houses  in  multiple  occupation  (visits  and  revisits)  ...  20 

Housing  Improvements  . • .  756 

Drainage  . . ,  241 

Bakehouses  ...  15 

Food  premises  (retail)  ...  308 

Food  preparation  premises  ...  12 

Food  vehicles  15 

Factories  ...  108 

Clean  Air  Act  -  industrial  ...  51 

domestic  . . .  380 

measurement  . . •  309 

Licensed  premises  and  clubs  ...  50 

Miscellaneous  ...  400 

Slaughterhouses  ...  1,561 

Petroleum  ...  98 

Rats  and  Mice  ...  790 

Refuse  tips  ,  • • •  59 

Sampling  (food,  drugs  and  water)  .  ••  197 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  ...  250 

Shops  re:  unfit  food  ...  103 

Scrap  metal  dealers  • .  •  3 

Tents,  vans  and  sheds  ...  23 

Filthy  and  verminous  premises  ...  10 

Notifiable  diseases  ...  20 

Water  supplies  ...  45 

Noise  abatement  76 

Swimming  Baths  ...  28 

Land  charges  . .  •  85 


PRELIMINARY  NOTICES 


A  total  of  142  Preliminary  Notices  were  served  during  the  year.  These  gave 
particulars  of  defects  and  recommendations  as  to  the  repairs  etc. ,  necessary  to 
remedy  the  defects. 


General  defects  of  houses  . 

Factories  Act  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  .. 

Food  Hygiene  Regulations  contraventions 

Clean  Air  Act  -  contraventions  . 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act  1963  • 

Markets,  Stalls  and  Vehicles  . 

Housing  nets  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  .. 

Petroleum  (Consolidation)  Acts . .  .. 

Noise  Abatement  Act  . 


No.  of  Premises 


30 

4 

45 

9 

29 

1 

12 

10 

2 


142 
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STATUTORY  NOTICES  1972 


The  following  Statutory  Notices  were  served  during  the  year:- 
Public  Health  Act  1936 


No.  of 
Notices 


Abatement  of  Nuisances  (S.93)  15 

Public  Health  Act  1961 

Persons  undertaking  demolition  (S.29)  32 

Housing  Act  1957 

Houses  capable  of  repair  (S.9)  1 

Notices  to  Quit  (S.22)  29 

Time  and  Place  (S.l6)  23 

Housing  Act  1961 

Direction  Orders  (S.19)  2 

) 

Closing  Orders  substituted  for  1 

Demolition  Orders  (S.26) 

Housing  Act  1964 

Final  Improvement  Notices  (S.17)  - 

Notices  of  Tenant' s  representation  1 

(S.19) 


HOUSING  ACT  1957 


No.  of  Premises 
Affected 

15 

32 

1 

29 

36 

2 

1 


1 


1.  Action  in  Respect  of  Individual  Unfit  Houses 

( a)  Houses  in  respect  of  which  demolition  orders 

were  made 


No.  of  houses 


Summer  Street,  Lye  l8,19  2 

Orchard  Lone,  Lye  25,26  2 

Oldnall  Road,  Wollescote  7,9,11,15,17,19,21,23  8 

The  Dock,  Lye  37  1 

Cottage  rear  of  Union  Chambers,  167  High  Street,  1 

Stourbridge. 

Gladstone  Road,  Wollaston  8,10  2 

Worcester  Street,  Stourbridge  109,111,113  3 


19 

( b)  Houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 

were  made 


Station  Road,  Lye  2  1 
Stourbridge  Road,  Lye  264,266,268  3 
Orchard  Lane,  Lye  19  1 
The  Cliff,  Stourbridge  27,7  2 
High  Street,  Wollaston  84  1 
Heath  Street,  Stourbridge  29,31  2 
Brettell  Lane,  Amblecote  8,9  2 
Bromley  Street,  Lye  4, 5, 6, 7  4 
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(c)  Houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 

on  parts  of  houses  were  made 

High  Street,  Stourbridge  55a  1 

1 

(d)  Houses  demolished  in  default 

Stocking  Street,  Lye  3, 4, 5, 6  4 

Chapel  Street,  Lye  9*11  2 

6 


2.  Action  in  respect  of  Clearance  Areas 

(a)  Clearance  Areas  declared 

( i)  King  Street/Bridgnorth  Road,  Wollaston 

Clearance  Area 

King  Street  3,9,13,15,17*19,21,23,25,27,31,35 
37,43,45,47,34,32,30,28,12,10,6,4,2 
Bridgnorth  Road  9,11,13,15,17,19,21 

( ii)  Bridgnorth  Road,  Wollaston  No.  1  Clearance 
Area 


Houses 


32 


Bridgnorth  Road  27,29,31,33,35  5 

(iii)  Bridgnorth  Road,  Wollaston  No.  2  Clearance 

Area 

Bridgnorth  Road  39,41  2 

( iv)  Bridgnorth  Road,  Wollaston  No.  3  Clearance 
Area 


Bridgnorth  Road  45,47  2 

( v)  Bridgnorth  Road,  Wollaston  No,  4  Clearance 

Are. 

Bridgnorth  Road  51,53,55,57,59,61  6 

(vi)  King  Street,  Wollaston  No.  1  Clearance  Area 
King  Street  38,40  2 

(vii)  King  William  Street,  Amblecote  Clearance  Area 

King  William  Street  71,72,73,74,75,76,77,78,79,80  10 

(b)  Compulsory  Purchase  Orders  declared 


( i)  King  Street/Bridgnorth  Road  Compulsory  Purchase  Order 

Unfit 

King  Street  3,9,13,15,17,19,21,23,25,27,31,35,37, 
43,45,47,40,38,34,32,30,28,12,10,6,4,2  49 

Bridgnorth  Koc.d  9,11,13,15,17,19,21,27,29,31,33,35 
39,41,45,47,51,53,55,57,59,61 

Grey  land 


49 


Not  Unfit 


7 

10 


King  Street,  Eagle  Tavern, 1,5, 7, 33,39,41 
Bridgnorth  Road  23,25,37,43,49,63,65,67,69,71 
Sites  of  12  -  24  King  Street 
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( H)  King  William  Street  Compulsory  Purchase  Order 


King  William  Street  71,72,73,74,75,76,77 ,78,79,80  10 

Unfit  _ 

10 


(c)  Compulsory  Purchase  Orders  confirmed 

( i)  Union  Street/Union  Passage  Compuslory  Purchase 

Order  Unfit  Not  Unfit 

Union  Street  55,56,57,58,59,60,61,62,63  9 

Union  Passage  5,6,7,8,9,10,11,12,13,14,15,16, 

17,18  14 

Grey  _land 

Union  Street , Spotted  Cow,  50,51,52,53 
Union  Passage  19,  temporary  classroom 


23  7 


5 

2 


3.  Sections  30  and  60 

8  applications  were  received  under  Section  30  for  well  maintained  payments. 

4  were  wholly  approved  with  payment  to  the  owners  and  three  were  partly 
approved  with  payments  to  the  tenant.  In  one  case  the  application  was  refused. 

In  the  Union  Street/Union  Passage  Compulsory  Purchase  Order  the  Minister 
directed  that  payments  for  good  maintenance  should  be  made  in  11  cases,  of  these 
2  were  made  wholly  to  owners,  2  were  made  partly  to  the  owners  and  partly  to  the 
tenants,  and  5  part  payments  were  made  to  tenants. 

4.  Sections  31  and  6l  (as  amended) 

3  supplementary  payments  made  to  owner/occupiers. 

5*  Section  69 

No  certificate  of  fitness  was  issued. 

6.  Houses  which  became  void 


Demolition  Orders  11 
Closing  Orders  8 
Clearance  Orders  7 
Part  Closing  Orders  1 


27 

HOUSING  (FINANCIAL  PROVISIONS)  ACT  1958 

HOUSING  ACTS  1964  AND  1969 

Improvement  Grants 

■  ■■  ■  I  1  ■  |  ■■■■  ■■  ■  — 

( a)  Improvement  Grants 

110  Improvement  Grants  totalling  £56,318  were  approved. 

76  Improvement  Grants  totalling  £28,058  were  paid. 

4  applications  were  refused  for  various  reasons,  invalidating  them  for 
grant. 

(b)  Standard  Grants 


28  Standard  Grants  totalling  £5,552  were  approved. 
28  Standard  Grants  totalling  £5,652  were  paid. 
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( c)  Special  Grants 

No  Special  Grants  were  approved  or  paid. 

( d)  Improvement  Loans 

8  loans  totalling  £4,594  were  approved* 

One  application  for  a  maturity  loan  was  granted. 

Tenant’s  Representation  for  the  Improvement  of  Houses 

Tenant' s  representations  1 

Preliminary  Notices  served  1 

Immediate  Improvement  Notices 

served 

Purchase  Notices  received 

( i)  Qualification  Certificates 

Number  of  applications  received  32 

Number  of  applications  refused  9 

Number  of  certificates  issued  20 

( ii)  Combined  applications  for  Improvement  Grants/Qualification  Certificates 

Number  of  applications  received  7 

Provisional  certificates  issued  8 

Qualification  certificates  issued  3 

( iii)  Combined  applications  for  Standard  Grants/Qualification  Certificates 

Number  of  applications  received  .  2 

Provisional  certificates  issued  2 

Qualification  certificates  issued  1 

Housing  Act  1969 

There  was  a  substantial  increase  in  the  number  and  amount  of  improvement  grants 
approved  during  the  year.  The  number  of  standard  grants  dropped  from  39  to  28,  with 
a  slight  decrease  in  the  average  amount.  The  majority  of  applications  came  from 
owner/occupiers,  with  a  few  from  owners  of  tenanted  houses,  and  a  few  from  persons 
or  firms  intending  to  sell  or  let  the  houses  after  improvement.  This  type  of 
speculative  application  is  fortunately  rare  in  Stourbridge,  but  raises  questions 
as  to  whether  conditions  should  be  re-introduced  controlling  the  use  of  houses 
after  grant  aided  improvement. 

Applications  for  qualification  certificates  decreased,  as  did  the  number  of 
certificates  issued.  Increases  in  rents  were  substantial,  but  there  were  very  few 
appeals  against  the  fair  rents  set. 


Amblecote  General  Improvement  Area 


In  June  of  this  year  a  full  report  on  the  physical  potential,  the  planning 
aspects  and  other  details  of  the  above  area  were  made  to  the  Council  and  it  was 
agreed  that  the  area  should  bo  improved  by  the  raising  of  amenity  standards  and 
improving  the  dwellings  therein  and  that  the  area  should  be  declared  a  General 
Improvement  Area. 


The  area  comprises  29*1  acres 

Number  of  dwellings  300 

"  H  shops  4 

!f  "  churches  1 

"  "  licensed  premises  and  clubs  5 

"  "  dwellings  which  are  unfit  7 
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Number  of  dwellings  lacking  amenities  7^- 

”  "  already  improved  125 

M  ”  ”  built  between  the  9^+ 

wars  and  requiring  improvement  (i.e. 
unsatisfactory  kitchen,  power  points 
etc. ) 


During  the  year  a  Mobile  House  Improvement  Exhibition  was  arranged  in 
Amblecote  and  was  very  well  attended  by  the  general  public. 


Show  House 


During  the  year  two  houses  in  Collis  Street,  Amblecote,  which  were  the  subject 
of  tenant's  representations,  Immediate  Improvement  Notices  and  subsequently  Purchase 
Notices, were  purchased  by  the  Council  end  plans  and  specifications  prepared  for  the 
full  improvement  of  the  houses.  At  the  same  time  it  was  agreed  to  purchase  another 
house  in  the  same  terrace  of  houses,  for  improvement  and  use  as  a  Show  House. 

Almost  simultaneously  the  other  houses  in  the  same  terrace  were  offered  to  the 
Council  and  it  was  agreed  to  purchase  and  improve  the  houses. 


It  appears  to  me  that  more  advantage  should  be  taken  by  Local  Authorities 
to  carry  out  similar  schemes. 


Houses  in  Multiple  Occupation 


The  number  of  houses  in  multiple  occupation  greatly  reduced  during  the  year 
to  38.  More  and  more  imigrants  brought  in  their  families  and  accepted  the  houses 
in  family  units. 

No  serious  problems  of  overcrowding  and  in  most  cases  a  good  standard  of 
hygiene  was  maintained. 
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FOOD  q,ND  DRUGS  ACT  1953 


Food  Premises  by  Typos 


Bakehouses . •  5 

Butchers’  shops  .  48 

Cafes,  canteens  .  9& 

Fried  fish  shops . 19 

General  stores  and  groceries  ...  130 
Other  food  premises  •••  .  ••  85 

Licensed  premises  ...  107 

Slaughterhouses  ...  4 


A  total  of  1914  visits  were  made  to  food  premises.  All  of  the  premises 
comply  with  Regulations  16  and  19.  No  certificates  of  exemption  have  been 

issued. 


Food  Hygiene  (General)  Re  filiations  1970 


Food  Hygiene  continued  to  occupy  the  time  and  thoughts  of  the  Public  Health 
Inspectors.  The  great  majority  of  premises  were  satisfactory  from  a  structural 
and  equipment  point  of  view,  but  unfortunately  it  is  still  difficult  to  break  the 
unhygienic  habits  of  a  life  time  in  a  number  of  cases,  on  such  things  as  licking 
fingers,  scratching  noses  or  spots  etc. either  of  which  action  is  a  potential  cause 
of  food  poisoning.  I11  many  cases  the  action  is  instinctive  and  customers  could 
help  by  telling  assistants  when  they  see  this,  although  in  a  crowded  shop  this 
requires  quite  a  degree  of  moral  courage. 


It  was  necessary  to  institute  proceedings  in  the  case  of  one  restaurant  in 
respect  of  l8  offences.  These  were:- 


Regulation  6 

"  7(1) 

»  7(1) 

»l  <2 

"  16(1) 

"  16(2) 

”  18(3) 

»  18(4) 

"  18(5) 

»  19 

"  21(3) 

u  22 

”  25 

”  25 

"  25 

"  25 

"  25 

"  25 


Insanitary  premises.  Risk  of  contamination  of  food. 

Dirty  conditions  throughout  the  kitchen. 

Articles  not  in  good  order  -  filthy  condition  of 
cutting  boards. 

Food  so  placed  as  to  involve  risk  of  conta.mination* 

Unclean  W.C.  pedestal  pan. 

Defective  and  dirty  condition  of  W . C .  compartment. 

Absence  of  nailbrush,  soap  and  clean  towel  to  the  wash 
hand  basin. 

Unclean  condition  of  wash  hand  basin. 

Wash  hand  basin  not  used  for  purpose  intended. 

Insufficient  supplies  of  first  aid  equipment. 

Unclean  condition  of  sink. 

Inadequate  lighting  to  rear  of  bar  counter. 

Dirty  condition  of  walls  and  ceiling.  Accumulation  of 
food  debris  and  grease  deposits  behind  cooking  ovens. 

Missing  tiles  to  wall  surfaces  and  missing  plastic  tiles 
to  floor  of  kitchen. 

Dirty  condition  behind  bar,  including  grease  laden  carpet. 

Dirty  condition  generally  in  first  floor  storeroom, 
including  vermin  infestation, also  spilt  rice  grains, 
vegetables  etc. 

Unclean  and  defective  condition  of  floor  and  wall  surfaces 
to  external  vegetable  store. 

Risk  of  contamination  by  vermin  to  external  vegetable 
store  -  no  door. 


Fines  totalling  £130  with  £20  costs  were  inflicted. 
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A  number  of  problems  arise  because  of  language  difficulties  in  foreign- 
type  restaurants.  In  an  attempt  to  overcome  this,  copies  of  the  Food  Hygiene 
Regulations  printed  in  Chinese  have  been  obtained  and  distributed,  but  this 
ha.s  proved  impossible  in  the  case  of  Indian  restaurants  because  of  the  number 
of  dialects. 


Food  General 


Again  I  must  emphasise  the  most  constant  cause  for  trouble  with  the  sale  of 
food  is  the  failure  of  the  management  to  ensure  a  proper  system  of  stock  rotation 
to  prevent  deterioration  of  food  and  the  formation  of  mould  growths. 

A  report  of  the  Food  Standard  Committee  on  the  date  marking  of  food  is  a 
start  towards  overcoming  this  problem.  If  the  notes  of  this  Committee  are  put 
into  effect,  then  certain  food  would  be  required  to  be  marked  with  either  the 
date  by  which  they  should  be  sold,  or  the  dates  by  which  the  food  should  be  opened, 
and  in  the  other  cases  the  food  would  be  marked  with  the  month  and  year  of 
manufacture. 


Meat  and  Other  Foods  -  Inspections 

4  tons  5  cwt.  25  lbs.  1  oz.  of  food  other  than  meat  inspected  in  slaughterhouses 
was  condemned  and  disposed  of  under  controlled  conditions  at  the  Council’s  tip. 


There  were  no  special  problems  under  the  Imported  Food  Regulations  1968, 
despite  the  number  of  bulk  containers  which  required  supervision  during  the  year. 

On  occasions  large  quantities  of  frozen  foods  were  condemned  or  surrendered 
after  breakdown  of  freezer  cabinets.  Sometimes  the  foods  were  not  vet  unfit,  but 
were  unsaleable  due  to  their  extremely  perishable  condition,  and  the  virtual 
impossibility  of  safely  re-freezing  frozen  foods. 
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BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION 


138  samples  of  various  foods  (including  samples  of  milk,  ice  cream,  butter, 
cream,  artificial  cream  and  meat)  were  submitted  for  examination. 

11  samples,  other  than  ice  cream,  were  found  to  be  less  than  satisfactory. 

The  11  samples  included  cream  and  cream  cakes. 

The  results  of  the  ice  cream  samples  were  as  follows 


Grade 

I 

II 

III 

IV 

Ice  Cream 

56 

8 

- 

6 

CHEMICAL  EXAMINATION 


267  samples  were  taken  during  the  year  of  which  14  proved  unsatisfactory. 


Article 

Formal  or 

Nature  of  Adulteration 

Observation 

Informal 

or  Irregularity 

Pork  Sausage 

Inf  ormal 

Deficient  in  lean  meat 
content 

Manufacturer 

notified 

Pork  Sausage 

Informal 

Deficient  in  meat 

Manufacturer 

notified 

Steak  and  kidney 
pie 

Informal 

Deficient  in  meat 

Manufacturer 

notified 

Orange  squash 

Informal 

Label  did  not  bear 
registered  trade  mark 
or  name  and  address  of 
packer 

Manufacturer 

notified 

Pork  roll  with 
stuffing 

Informal 

Meat  deficient  7 % 
minimum  standard 

Manufacturer 

notified 

Steak  and  kidney 
pie 

Informal 

Meat  deficient  8 % 
minimum  standard 

Manufacturer 

notified 

Steak  and  kidney 
pie 

Informal 

Meat  deficient  8$ 
minimum  standard 

Manufacturer 

notified 

Steak  and  kidney 
pie 

Informal 

Meat  deficient 
minimum  standard 

Manufacturer 

notified 

Pork  sausage 

Informal 

Deficient  8$ 
minimum  standard  of 
meat 

Manufacturer 

notified 

Pork  sausage 

Inf  ormal 

Preservative  not 
declared 

Manufacturer 

notified 

Pork  sausage 

Informal 

Deficient  in  meat 

Manufacturer 

notified 

Low  Calorie 
orange  drink 

Informal 

Unsatisfactory  orange 
content 

Manufacturer 

notified 

Soft  Cheese 

Informal 

Incorrectly  described 

Manufacturer 

notified 

Shandy 

Inf  orma.1 

Deficient  in  spirit 
strength 

Manufacturer 

notified 

In  each  of  the  cases,  the  manufacturer  concerned  gave  a  satisfactory 
explanation  for  the  irregularity,  and  in  the  case  of  unsatisfactory  labelling, 
the  labels  were  altered.  The  greatest  difficulty  experienced  was  in  respect  of 
the  Shandy,  where  the  earners  expierienced  great  difficulty  in  remaining  within 
the  required  limits. 
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FOOD  COMPLAINTS 

36  complaints  of  unfit  food  were  received  as  follows 

Elastic  in  white  Procea  roll,  part  of  a  zip  fastener  in  a  bottle  of  sterilised 
milk,  charred  wheat  starch  in  shortbread,  black  specks  in  brewers  yeast,  black  mould 
on  cheese,  Ribena  with  unusual  taste,  mouldy  corned  beef,  mouldy  cheese  spread, 
rancid  butter,  mouldy  yoghurt,  beer  with  strange  taste,  fragment  of  quartz  in  beef 
curry  and  rice,  butter  with  strange  taste  and  odour,  particles  in  lemonade,  paint 
on  loaf,  pork  pie  with  strange  taste,  suspected  stomach  upset  from  pork  chops, 
suspected  stomach  upset  from  whipped  cream,  live  grub  in  chocolate  biscuit,  piece 
of  metal  in  cheddar  cheese,  dirty  milk  bottle,  black  markings  on  inside  of  tin  of 
oranges,  mouldy  cheese,  rancid  butter,  charred  dough  on  bread,  coconut  ice  with 
’soapy  taste’ ,  fluff  in  margarine,  skin  and  hair  in  chopped  pork,  discolouration 
of  frozen  peas,  mouldy  pork  pie,  dirty  milk  bottle,  bacon  joint  with  strange  odour, 
greasy  deposit  on  sliced  loaf,  plastic  in  breakfast  cereal,  mould  growth  on  mince 
beef,  charred  wheat  kernel  in  breakfast  cereal. 

Legal  proceedings  were  instituted  under  Lection  2  of  the  Act  in  the  following 

cases 


Mouldy  pork  pie  Manufacturer  fined  £40  with  £15  costs 

Mouldy  cream  cheese  Manufacturer  fined  £30  with  £15  costs 

Mouldy  eclair  Manufacturer  fined  £30  with  £10  costs 

The  number  of  complaints  of  unfit  food  was  slightly  up  on  last  year  and 
the  foods  were  of  a  very  diverse  nature  and  were  unfit  for  many  different  reasons. 
All  of  these  cases  were  considered  by  the  Public  Health  Committee.  Some  of  the 
complaints  had  no  substance,  in  others  it  was  impossible  to  pin  point  blame,  most 
were  given  a  severe  warning,  but  in  three  cases  set  out  above  prosecutions  were 
instituted  and  fines  imposed# 

In  spite  of  the  fact  that  three  prosecutions  only  were  instituted  for  unfit 
food,  every  encouragement  is  given  to  the  public  to  bring  these  complaints  forward 
as  it  does  give  the  public  health  inspector  an  opportunity  to  carry  out  a  searching 
investigation  back  to  the  manufacturer  or  producer  which  may  bring  to  light  weak¬ 
nesses  in  the  chain  of  supply. 


Meat  Inspection 

100%  meat  inspection  was  again  maintained  at  the  four  slaughterhouses  in  the 
Borough. 


Early  in  the  year  one  of  the  four  slaughterhouses,  in  spite  of  many  warnings, 
was  found  so  poor  due  to  lack  of  maintenance,  that  it  was  decided  to  take  proceedings 
against  the  Company. 


Six  summonses  were  issued  under  the  provisions  of  the  Slaughterhouses  (Hygiene) 
Regulations  1953,  these  were:- 


Regulatior.  10 
16 


tt 

it 

SI 

II 

If 

It 


Ceiling  not  constructed  to  minimise  mould  development  and  the 
lodgement  of  dirt. 

Hand  washing  facilities  to  sanitary  conveniences  without  hot 
water,  soap,  towel  find  nailbrush. 

17(1)  Chopping  block  not  capable  of  being  kept  clean.  No  facilities 
&(2)  within  the  slaughterhouse  for  sterilisation  of  knives  etc. 

22  8c  Slaughterhouse  and  equipment  not  being  kept  clean. 

22(c) 

24  Article  in  cutting/hanging  room  prejudicing  the  maintenance 
of  hygiene. 

25(a)  Walls  not  being  washed  down  frequently,  and  at  the  end  of 
(b)(d) every  day.  Walls  not  capable  of  being  kept  clean.  No  wash 
(h)  hand  notice  in  W.C.  Lairages  not  being  kept  clean. 


Four  summonses  were  issued  under  the  provisions  of  the  Slaughter  of  Animals 
(Prevention  of  Cruelty)  Regulations  195&,  these  were:- 


Regulation  3(e) 

”  6 

u  3 

»  10 


Lairage  not  adequately  lighted. 

Sheep  not  provided  with  water. 

Food  for  animals  not  deposited  in  proper  container. 

Horned  cattle  not  kept  apart  from  the  other  animals,  and  not 

restrained# 


Fines  totalling  £109  with  £20  costs  were  made  against  the  Company# 
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Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in  part 


Cattle 
Excluding 
Cows  and 
Calves 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

2,aj4 

443 

3 

24,575 

5,258 

Number  inspected 

2,234 

443 

5 

24,575 

5,258 

All  diseases  except 

Tuberculosis  and 
Cystericerci 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

1 

1 

3 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  of  organ  was 
condemned 

400 

258 

1 

,  2,630 

1,354 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with  disease 
other  than  tuberculosis 
and  cysticerci 

17.  % 

58.2% 

20# 

10.7# 

25.7S6 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  of  organ  was 
condemned 

*• 

— 

32 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
tuberculosis 

0.60# 

Cysticercus 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  of  organ  was 
condemned 

2 

— 

3 

— 

Carcases  submitted  to 
treatment  by 
refrigeration 

Generalised  and  totally 
condemned 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Percentage  of  number 
inspected  affected  with 
cysticercus 

0.08$ 

0.0  2# 

No.  of  slaughterhouses  in  the  Borough  4 

No.  of  licensed  slaughtermen  19 

No.  of  animals  slaughtered  32,515 

No.  of  animals  inspected  (ante  and  post  mortem)32 ,515 

Total  weight  of  meat  and  offal  condemned  7  tons  0  cwt.  4&J  lbs. 

Total  weight  of  meat  treated  for  Cysticercus  Nil 
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water  sampling 


97  bacteriological  and  7  chenical  samples  of  town  water  were  submitted 
for  examination.  Two  bacteriological  samples  were  found  to  be  unsatisfactory, 
but  further  tests  indicated  faults  in  the  sampling  equipment. 


Physical  Characters  Colourless 

pH  7.3 

Solids  in  Solution  (Dried  at  l80°C)  ...  ...  350 

Solids  in  Solution  after  Ignition  245 

Chlorine  present  as  Chloride  ...  ...  37 

Hardness  Non-Carbonate  as  CaCO^  94 

Hardness  Carbonate  160 

Hardness  Total  254 

Ammoniacal  Nitrogen  ...  ...  Trace 

Albuminoid  Nitrogen  .  Trace 

Nitrate  Nitrogen  ...  ...  9 

Nitrite  Nitrogen  >  .  Trace 

Permanganate  Value  (4  hours  at  27°C)  .  0.04 

Free  Carbon  Dioxide  ...  ...  8 

Total  Residual  Chlorine  0 


Supplies  were  satisfactory  both  as  regards  quantity  and  quality.  The 
water  is  not  liable  to  plumbo  solvency,  and  fluoridation  does  not  take  place. 

The  latter  is  due  to  the  fact  that  several  local  authorities  receive  water 

from  the  North  West  Worcestershire  Water  Board,  but  some  disagree  with  fluoridation. 

SWIMMING  BATHS 


The  Council’s  swimming  baths  comprise  one  covered  and  one  outdoor  pool, 
which  are  interconnected. 

The  pools’  measurements  are:- 

Indoor  Pool:  25  yds.  x  10  yds.  with  a  depth  of  6ft.  to  3ft.  6ins. 

Outdoor  Pool:  33y  yds.  x  10  yds.  with  a  depth  of  10ft.  to  3ft.  6ins. 

both  baths  being  heated. 

The  source  of  the  water  is  a  private  well,  with  facilities  for  chlorination 
(if  required)  in  the  rising  main  to  a  storage  tank.  The  water  is  treated  by 
filtration  and  chlorination,  with  a  four  hour  changeover  in  the  indoor  pool  and 
a  six  hour  changeover  in  the  outdoor  pool. 

During  the  year  57  samples  (3&  bacteriological  and  19  chemical)  were 
submitted  for  examination  to  the  County  Analyst  and  the  Public  Health  Laboratory. 
In  addition  to  these  checks  the  chlorine  and  p.H.  values  of  the  water  are  checked 
at  intervals  during  the  day  with  a  colorimeter.  Owing  to  the  relatively  small 
size  of  the  indoor  pool  there  is  a  tendency  for  a  build  up  of  organic  impurities 
to  occur  at  peak  periods,  and  consequently  it  is  necessary  to  exercise  vigilance 
over  the  chemical  quality  of  the  water  in  order  to  ensure  satisfactory  conditions 
at  these  times. 

The  general  cleanliness  of  the  pools,  surrounds  and  dressing  rooms  was  also 
satisfactory. 
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CLEAN  AIR  ACTS,  1936  AND  1968 

Industrial 

Industry  again  continued  its  good  record  and  apart  from  the  very  occasional 
lapse  due  to  the  human  element  no  problems  arose. 

Cupolas  continued  to  be  a  very  thorny  problem  in  spite  of  the  majority  being 
fitted  with  wet  type  arrestors,  which  are  generally  accepted  as  being  the  best 
practicable  means  of  overcoming  the  problem.  Much  of  the  trouble  arises  from  the 
use  of  cheap  and  dirty  scrap  covered  with  oil  and  paint,  or  with  grit  arising  from 
the  scooping  up  of  earth  and  sand  with  metallurgical  coke.  Additional  causes 
of  complaint  from  foundries  are  due  to  the  smell  arising  from  core  drying,  and 
from  dust  arising  from  the  knocking  out  of  castings.  In  a  further  case  flying 
sand  from  the  filling  of  sand  silos  caused  serious  trouble  with  the  adjoining 
garage,  which  had  the  appearance  of  Blackpool  promenade  from  time  to  time. 

The  problem  of  fumes  from  galvanising  plants  has  diminished  in  recent  years 
but  one  factory  gave  rise  to  complaints  and  was  dealt  with. 

The  two  wood  fired  furnaces  in  the  area  continued  to  give  the  occasional 
burst  of  smoke  all  due  to  lack  of  attention. 

There  were  consultations  with  architects,  engineers  and  management  and 
agreement  was  reached  in  respect  of  a  number  of  chimney  heights.  The  most  difficult 
matter  dealt  with  was  a  chimney  to  take  two  boilers,  where  although  the  emissions 
were  not  too  heavy,  the  contours  of  the  ground  were  such  that  high  ground  level 
concentrations  would  have  been  experienced  by  adjoining  householders.  In  this  case 
the  height  of  the  chimney  was  fixed  at  130ft. ,  although  ordinarily  a  lower  height 
would  have  been  satisfactory. 

Domestic 

With  the  improvement  in  the  supplies  of  solid  smokeless  fuels,  a,  further 
smoke  control  area  was  declared. 


No.  31  Pedmor e/Norton 

The  overall  situation  at  the  end 

No.  of  Smoke  Control  Orders 
*No.  of  dwellings  at  date  of 
No.  of  a.cres 


409  houses 

828  , 

of  1972  was:- 

in  operation 

30 

declaration 

7,366 

2,517 

*  This  number  has  increased  considerably  due  to  new  development  -  the  actual 
number  of  houses  in  Smoke  Control  Areas  being  over  8,500. 

Industrial  troubles  occasionally  threaten  the  supply  of  solid  smokeless 
fuel  but  on  no  occasion  was  it  necessary  to  suspend  orders  and  no  observations 
gave  rise  to  complaint. 


The  thoughtlessness  and  selfishness  of  people  who  light  bonfires  from 
which  smoke  is  blown  at  low  levels  into  neighbours  houses  never  fails  to  amaze, 
but  even  more  surprising  is  the  resentment  shown  by  offenders  when  this 
thoughtlessness  is  pointed  out  to  them.  One  often  wonders  what  would  be  their 
attitude  if  the  roles  were  reversed  or  if  a  neighbouring  factory  emitted  smoke 
on  the  same  basis.  Leaflets  on  composting  of  garden  refuse  are  available  in 
the  Department  and  are  issued  on  request. 
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DEPOSIT  OF  POISONOUS  V/ASTE  ACT  1972 


DEP0SI T  OF  POISONOUS  WASTE  ACT  (NOTIFICATION  OF  REMOVAL  OP  DEPOSIT) 

- - - REGULATIONS  1972 


The  above  Act  and  Regulations  came  into  force  during  1972,  but  just  prior 
to  their  coming  into  force  many  unscrupulous  firms  made  desperate  attempts  to 
get  rid  of  all  sorts  of  noxious  and  dangerous  substances  and  many  were  the  scares 

made  by  this  dumping. 

Stourbridge  did  not  go  without  some  trouble  and  a  dump  of  cannisters  of 
Cadmium  and  Cyanide  and  two  large  drums  of  sodium  cyanide  were  found.  The 
Upper  Stour  Valley  Main  Drainage  Authority  gave  great  help  in  analysing  many 
contents  of  containers.  Great  care  was  taken  to  prevent  contamination  of  the 
nearby  river  and  the  whole  of  the  stocks  dealt  with. 


ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 
Clinic  -  Orchard  Lane  jiZ® 


Smoke  Filter 

Micro grammes 
Cubic  Metre 

Sulphur 

Volumetric  Analysis 
S02  Microgrammes 
Cubic  Metre 

Ins. 

Rain 

Deposit  Gauge 

Tons  per  square  mil 

! 

.e 

1 

! 

Highest 

Average 

Highest 

Average 

Total 

Undissolved 

Matter 

Total 

Dissolved 

Matter 

Total 

Solids 

Jan. 

164 

6C 

255 

106 

3.35 

3.94 

5.93 

9.87  j 

Feb. 

135 

55 

197 

94 

3.35 

4.44 

6.29 

10.73 

March 

121 

52 

197 

97 

1.93 

9.14 

3.74 

12.88 

April 

46 

21 

127 

57 

2.44 

10.93 

4.93 

15.86 

May 

89 

31 

186 

5& 

3.62 

10.14 

11.23 

21.37 

June 

20 

10 

123 

53 

2.52 

11.17 

5.23 

16.40 

July 

30 

17 

226 

70 

1.54 

10.00 

5.30 

15.30 

August 

35 

17 

107 

59 

1.34 

4.27 

4.14 

8.41 

Sept. 

93 

48 

231 

152 

2.33 

8.05 

5.43 

13.48 

Oct. 

167 

45 

224 

107 

1.50 

11.17 

5.86 

17.03 

Jov. 

150 

59 

168 

68 

2.88 

3.45 

4.27 

7.72 

Dec. 

151 

54 

256 

84 

2.81 

3.51 

2.62 

6.13  j 

See  graph  overleaf 


Mic  ro  grammes/ 
Cubic  Metres 


Micro  grammes / 
Cubic  Metre 


Tons/square 

mile 
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ATMOSPHER  IC  POLLUTION 
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(Dotted  lines  show  1971  results) 
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NOISE  ABATEMENT  ACT,  i960 


The  usual  noise  complaints  were  experienced  e.g.  road  breakers,  compressors, 
refrigerating  plant,  ventilator  noise,  diesel  locomotives,  general  metal  working, 
and  the  occasional  discotheque  or  group.  A  very  difficult  problem  arose  from  a 
complaint  of  a  high  frequency  noise,  heard  only  by  two  people  at  random  times  in 
the  middle  of  the  night.  This  took  weeks  of  investigation  including  much  night 
time  work,  and  examination  of  premises  end  factories  outside  the  Borough,  but 
despite  this,  no  cause  for  complaint  could  be  isolated.  Another  serious  problem 
which  fortunately,  was  able  to  be  corrected,  arose  from  night  time  working  at  a 
sma.ll  factory.  Expenditure  on  silencing  their  fume  extraction  processes 
eliminated  one  noise,  but  exposed  another  noise  which  eventually  gave  rise  to 
further  complaints.  The  second  noise  required  many  night  visits  before  its 
components  could  be  isolated,  but  eventually  this  too  was  cured. 


Proposed  legislation  envisages  much  stronger  control  at  the  planning  stage, 
and  it  will  be  necessary  for  plans  to  be  examined  by  the  Public  Health  Department 
for  their  noise  potential  to  a  far  greater  extent  than  in  the  past.  This  is  a 
welcome  step,  but  one  which  will  c  ause  a  considerable  amount  of  work  in  order  to 
ensure  that  accurate  forecasts  are  made. 

New  legislation  is  envisaged  whereby  much  stronger  control  can  be  exercised 
over  planning  applications  in  which  the  Public  Health  Inspector  would  be  asked 
to  advise  on  the  noise  aspect  and  from  a  Public  Health  point  of  view  this 
would  be  greatly  welcomed.  It  is  hoped  that  this  legislation  will  help  with 
regard  to  the  use  of  machines  inside  new  buildings  which  have  been  built  or  sold 
merely  as  shells  with  no  thought  to  possible  noise  nuisance. 


During  the  year  a  number  of  noise  readings  were  taken  on  the  new  Ring  Road 
to  ascertain  the  levels  of  noise  being  experienced  by  adjoining  houses.  This 
exercise  was  useful  in  indicating  the  levels  of  noise  likely  to  be  experienced 
when  further  alterations  have  taken  place.  They  also  indicated  that  at  certain 
peak  times  traffic  noise  reached  a  very  high  level  and  this  showed  the  necessity 
for  the  proposed  legislation  on  insulation  against  such  noises. 
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PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949 


RATS  AND  MICE 


666  premises  were  inspected  as  a  result  of  complaints  and  94  for  other 
reasons. 

In  addition  there  were  tests  of  sewers  and  routine  surveys  of  tips,  allotments, 
canal  and  river  bonks  and  other  open  spaces. 

A  summary  of  the  work  carried  out  by  the  Rodent  Officer  is  set  out  below. 


Type  of  Property 

Non- 

A  gr  i  c  ul  t  ur  al 

Agricultural 

Properties  other  than  sewers 

1.  Number  of  properties  in  district 

22,310 

4 

2.  (a)  Total  number  of  properties 

666 

(including  nearby  premises) 
inspected  following 
notification 

(b)  Number  infested  by 

(i)  Rats 

76 

— 

(ii)  Mice 

80 

- 

3.  (a)  Total  number  of  properties 

inspected  for  rats/mice 
for  reasons  other  than 
notification 

94 

(b)  Number  infested  by 

(i)  Rats 

14 

— 

(ii)  Mice 

7 

— 

There  were  no  large  infestations,  and  no  reservoirs  of  infestations  in  the 
sewers. 


VERMIN  INFESTATION 


were  carried  out  against  vermin 


The  following  treatment 

Pigeons 

Ants 

Cockroaches 

Beetles 

Fleas 

Mites 

Wasps 

Other  vermin 


56  (killed) 

16 

12 

9 

12  (usually  bird  or  animal  species) 

15 

122 

84 


Feral  pigeons  continued  to  be  a  serious  nuisance,  with  their  numbers  being 
constantly  replenished  despite  trapping  and  other  control  methods.  Some  blame 
for  the  serious  nuisance  arising  on  a  number  of  premises  from  this  source  must  be 
borne  by  those  who  feed  these  pests.  The  cost  of  cleaning  gutters,  ledges,  window 
cills  and  walls  of  the  foulings  from  these  birds;  the  flies,  vermin  and  smell  arising 
from  the  nests  and  the  accumulations  of  droppings;  and  the  number  of  diseases 
carried  by  them  all  add  up  to  the  inescapable  conclusion  that  these  are  vermin  on 
a  par  with  rats  and  mice,  and  must  be  treated  as  such. 
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PETROLEUM  (CONSOLIDATION)  ^CT  1928 


100  licences  were  issued  as  follows :- 

69  to  store  Petroleum  Spirit  only 
8  to  store  Petroleum  Spirit  and  Cellulose 
24  to  store  Petroleum  Mixtures  in  containers 
2  to  store  Petroleum  Mixtures  in  bulk 
1  to  store  Petroleum  Spirit  in  containers 

These  licences  authorised  the  storage  of  318,365  gallons  of  petroleum  spirit, 
and  312,805  gallons  of  petroleum  mixture.  No  licences  were  cancelled  during  the 
year  and  four  were  transf erred. 


Licence  fees  amounted  to  £430. 


Tests  of  tanks  other  than  new  tanks  were  as  follows :- 
No.  of  tanks  tested  No.  which  were  satisfactory  No.  failed 


1 


No.  discontinued 
(other  than  those 

failing  test) ~ 

1 


OTHER  LICENCES 


Pet  Animals  Act,  1951 .  . .  3 

Animal  Boarding  Establishment  Act,  1963  . ..  ...  1 


OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1963 

581  visits,  which  included  250  general  inspection  and  re-inspections  were 
carried  out.  Every  newly  registered  premises  received  a  general  inspection. 

As  a  result  of  the  co-ordination  of  inspections,  food  shops  are  now 
inspected  under  all  appropriate  Acts  at  the  same  time.  The  number  of  visits 
shown  above  represent  visits  made  exclusively  under  the  Offices,  Shops  and 
Railway  Premises  Act. 

8  accidents  were  reported. 

No  exemptions  were  granted. 

TABLE  A  -  REGISTRATION  /HD  GENERAL  INSPECTIONS 


Class  of  Premises 

(1) 

Number  of 
premises  newly 
registered 
during  year 

(2) 

Total  No. 
of  registered 
premises  at 
end  of  year 

(3) 

No.  of  registered 
premises  receiving 
one  or  more  general 
inspection  during 
year 

(4) 

Offices 

10 

174 

76 

Retail  shops 

17 

348 

98 

Wholesale  shops,  warehouses 

28 

27 

Catering  establishments  open 
to  the  public,  canteens 

- 

85 

46 

Fuel  storage  depots 

— 

1 

3 

Totals 

27 

636 

250 
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TABLE  B  -  NUMBER  OF  VISITS  OF  ALL  KINDS  (INCLUDING  GENERAL  INSPECTIONS)  TO 

- REGISTERED  PREMISES 


608 


TABLE  C 


ANALYSIS  BY  WORKPLACE  OF  PERSONS  EMPLOYED  IN 

AT  END  OF  YEAR 


PREMISES 


Class  of  Workplace 
(1) 

Number  of  persons  employed 
(2) 

Offices 

888 

Retail  shops 

1385 

Wholesale  Departments,  Warehouses 

209 

Catering  establishments  open  to  the  public 

387 

Canteens 

1 

Fuel  storage  depots 

2 

TOTAL 

2872 

Total  -  Males 

927 

Total  -  Females 

1945 

PRESCRIBED  PARTICULARS  ON 


THE  ADMINISTRATION  OF 


THE  FACTORIES  ACT,  1961 


Part  1  of  the  Act 


Number  of 

Number  on 
Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(1)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,2, 3*4  and 

6  are  to  be  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority 

21 

H 

O 

00 

(2)  Factories  not  included 
in  (1)  in  which 

Section  7  is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority 

336 

4 

mm 

(3)  Other  premises  in 
which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the 

Local  Authority 
( exlcuding  out¬ 
workers'  premises) 

TOTALS 

357 

108 

4 

- 

. 
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CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND 


Particulars 

(1) 

No.  of  cases  in  which  defects 
were  found 

No.  of  cases  in 
which  prosecutions 
were  instituted 

(6) 

Found 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

Ref  ei 
To 

II. M. 
Insp¬ 
ector 

(4) 

rred 

By 

H.  M. 

Insp¬ 

ector 

(3) 

Want  of  cleanliness 

(S.l) 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 
Unreasonable 
temperature  (S.3) 
Inadequate 
ventilation  (S.4) 
Ineffective 
drainage  of 
floors  (S.6) 

Sanitary  conveniences 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 
defective 

(c)  Not  separate 
for  sexes 

( d)  Inadequate 
lighting 

Other  offences 
(not  including 
offences  relating 
to  outwork ) 

4 

4 

3 

3 

TOTALS 

8 

6 

- 

— 

- 

FACTORIES  ACT,  1961 

Part  VIII  of  the  Act 


OUTWORK 

(Sections  133  and  134) 


No  outworkers  were  notified  daring  the  year 
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CARAVAN  SITES  AND  CONTROL  OF  DEVELOPMENT  ACT  I960 

AS  AMENDED 


On  a  number  of  occasions  caravans  occupied  by  didicois,  scrap  metal  merchants, 
and  ashphalt  layers  occupied  land  in  Amblecote. 

The  usual  nuisances  were  created  due  to  the  anti-social  habits  practiced  by 
the  occupiers  of  the  caravans,  but  with  the  co-operation  of  the  owners  of  the  land 
and  the  Police  the  caravans  were  promptly  removed  and  the  Public  Health  nuisances 
caused  were  consequently  minimised. 
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